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The position is no better in other large industrial cities such
as Bombay, Ahmedabad, Madura and Coimbatore." We
cannot even imagine the condition of lakhs of street-dwellers
in these cities.
The Report indicts the industrial cities from the point of
view of health and hygiene only. There is yet another
darker side of the picture representing the social side of the
life of industrial workers. In these large industrial cities
family is no longer the unit of work. In most of the industrial
cities of India the majority of workers live without their
wives and children. But even if all of them live together
in the hovels of industrial towns, they work in far off places
and on account of the distance of the factory from the chawls,
bustees, etc. it is not possible for the family to meet as a
unit even for meals.
There are four primary functions of the family and the
household: (i) Physiologically it is meant for the recupera-
tion and replenishment of the human body and it provides
the most common ground for the meeting of sexes for com-
panionship, recreation and procreation; (ii) Socially it
is the means of association for different age groups;
(Hi) Educationally it is the main place for the bringing
up and the training of the senses of the young be-
fore their attaining the school-going age; and (iv) Eco-
nomically it is a place for the practice of family crafts
like spinning, knitting, etc.11 The family as a unit for the
performance of these vital racial, social and cultural functions
has come to be forgotten in the industrial cities. As an indi-
vidual the worker is, more or less, a specialized machine in
flesh and blood: he has lost touch with mountains, lakes,
woods and the landscape which form the very basis of his
animal existence. The industrial city has deprived man of
his primeval background. For breeding children and deve-
loping them into balanced men and women the environment
of, the home and the country-side is essential; the industrial
cities produce men and women with distorted personalities,
not in, touch with basic realities.
The economy of private enterprise and industrial concfcn-
tration takes into account transport costs, labour costs and the
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